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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 17th January 2012 
 

at the Village Hall, Stondon Massey. 
 

The meeting began at 7.30pm. 
 

Present:  Cllr Pratt, Cllr Mann, Cllr Bonnett, Cllr Woodburn, Cllr Middlehurst, Cllr West, Mrs Heidi Angove 
(Clerk), Cllr Henwood, Cllr Keeble, 2 parishioners 
 
 
01/01.  Apologies for Absence 
 
Cllr Naylor, Cllr Blackmore 

   
  

 
02/01. Approval of Minutes of Meeting held on 15th November 2011 
 
These were agreed by all and signed by the Chairman 
 
03/01. Declarations of Interest 
 
None declared 
 
04/01. Public Participation/Open Meeting 
 
Mr Wheeler of Tipps Cross garage introduced himself and his wife to the Council and thanked the Clerk 
for her prompt attention to letters and e mails he had sent into the Council.  Mr Wheeler proceeded to 
give an architects drawing illustrating the proposed development at Tipps Cross and referred to a 
meeting at Brentwood Borough Council on 6th December 2011 in which Cllr Pratt had spoken.  Mr 
Wheeler questioned why Cllr Pratt had felt the need to address the planning meeting when the proposed 
development was in Hook End and not Stondon Massey.  Cllr Pratt stated he had been approached by 
Stondon parishioners who were not in favour of the proposed development.  Mr Wheeler asked Cllr Pratt 
why parishioners were not directed to the correct council to state their objections.  Cllr Pratt stated he 
had contacted the Planning Committee and had been told he could speak. Cllr Pratt stated his personal 
indifference on any development at Tipps Cross and apologised for using mis-leading words at the 
Planning Committee meeting.  Mr Wheeler stated that questions that he had requested of the Council in 
his letter dated 18th December 2011 had not been answered.  Mr Wheeler asked Cllr Pratt whether what 
he had said was on behalf of parishioners, Cllr Pratt responded that he had been contacted by 
parishioners and that the development had been rejected due to lack of affordable homes and scale and 
bulk of the design and his comments had no bearing on the decision. Mr Wheeler stated that Cllr Pratt 
had grossly overstepped his position and should resign. Mr Wheeler stated that Stephen Boyle, Borough 
solicitor could be looking into the protocol.  After lengthy discussions, it was agreed that Cllr Pratt would 
write to Cllr McCheyne, the Chairman of Brentwood Planning Committee stating that Councillors had 
gained opinions and the wording independent survey used at the meeting on 6th December was 
incorrect.  After further discussions regarding Mr & Mrs Wheeler’s current living accommodation, the 
owner of Little Acorns and their objections and potential use of the Tipps Cross garage,  Cllr Middlehurst 
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asked how the Council and Mr Wheeler could move forward with any future applications.  The decision 
was reached that Cllr Pratt would write to Cllr McCheyne and copy Mr Wheeler into the correspondence. 
 
 
05/01. County and Borough Councillor’s Report 
 
Cllr Henwood brought to the Council’s attention that more hardcore had been laid at Stondon Hall farm 
and stated that a new access had been created on the Ongar Road between Old Barn and Stondon 
Farm, the Clerk confirmed she had been in correspondence with Christopher Stathers of Brentwood 
Borough Council regarding this. 
 
Cllr Henwood also brought to the Clerk’s attention the Brentwood Share grant application which was now 
open for applications to be submitted. 
 
 
06/01. Clerk’s Report 
 
The trees around the pond have been trimmed back by a local contractor. 
 
The Clerk has been in correspondence with Rissa Long of Highways Department, Harlow regarding 
signage for top of Ongar Road.  The stats have now been compiled regarding utilities, wires and cables 
and a design is being forwarded to the Clerk next week.  The Clerk has also reported the damaged 
railings by Hallsford Bridge. 
 
The Clerk had also been speaking to Highways Department about the Nine Ashes Road, speed limit and 
had been told “It would not be a straight forward case of resiting the speed limit signage as it would 
involve amending the legal order.  Although moving the signage had previously been agreed with Peter 
Rose his meeting with SMPC has since been superceeded by a county side speed limit review whereby 
every limit in Essex has been assessed to determine if any amendments need to be made.  The team 
which undertook this assessment is now going through the time consuming task of making the necessary 
amnements to the limits that they indentified”.   
 
Rissa Long of Highways is going to look at the signage issue for Nine Ashes on Thursday 19th January. 
The Clerk had e mailed Laurence Page, Map Officer, of Essex County Council with Stondon Massey 
Councillors comments that  they have no objection to the footpath diversion as long as the following are 
taken into consideration: 
  

No objection to the proposed diversion on condition that the new route is well signposted, well 
maintained by the respective land owners and that the stiles and gates are “dog friendly”, As long as it 
has been notified to the local residents and As long as both Land Owners that require this footpath 
change have carried out all the necessary conditions laid out in Section 257 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990. 
 
The Clerk had been speaking to Rene Stran of the Croquet Club in 1995 SMPC donated a set of 
Croquet equipment, on the understanding that if the club closed,  equipment should be returned to the 
council  They have  no intention of dismantling the Croquet Club ,but  would like to make it  aware to the 
Council that it is their equipment and it is being used. 
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The Clerk asked if she could attend an EALC finance course at a cost of £60.00 to cover precept, 
legislation, regulations, insurance etc, this was agreed. 
 
The Clerk had received some prices for outdoor gym equipment and asked if there was anything that the 
councillors would prefer to put a grant in for.  It was agreed that at present the equipment was too 
expensive. 
 
 
Planning Update   
 
Plans Approved by BBC 
 
 
Refused by BBC 
 
None 
 
Plans Received by BBC 
 
 
4 Cannons Mead, Stondon Massey, two storey side/single storey rear extension with front porch and 
formation of a first floor.  Stondon Massey Parish Council have no objection to this. 
 
Single storey rear conservatory, Old School House, Ongar Road. Stondon Massey Parish Council have 
no objection to this. 
 
Enforcements from BBC 
 
Stondon Farm, Ongar Road, new gates have been constructed onto the Ongar Road.  Behind the gates 
is a disused farmyard and this work seems to be linked to an impending new use for the site.  No 
planning permission has been obtained.    Borough Solicitor is requested to take all necessary legal 
action to ensure that this breach is remedied.  Temporary stop notice has been issued. 
 
The Clerk had spoken to Chris Strathers of Brentwood Borough Council and he had heard nothing from 
the owners of the site since delivering the stop notice.  The Clerk asked if Councillors saw anyone on site 
to call Chris Stathers.  The Clerk had received an email from a parishioner regarding HGV lorries on the 
bend going into the new site. 
 
.Appeals received by BBC 
 
 
Other Planning Information:   
 
 
Review of  Correspondence Received 
 
The Clerk had received an e mail from Brian Partridge, Head of Localism and Partnership at Brentwood 
Borough Council and he would like to meet with the councillors to discuss parish liaison, understanding 
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key local issues, partnership agreement, devolution of service delivery, neighbourhood planning.  The 
Clerk suggested some dates, a date of 13th February 2012 was agreed. 
 
Letters and e mails from Mr & Mrs Wheeler concerning Tipps Cross Development. 
 
 
07/01 Waste Consultation  

It was agreed that the Clerk would formally respond to Essex County Council regarding the Hallsford 
Bridge Waste consultation as follows: The impact to the road surface from the Ongar Rd down to the 
Hallsford Bridge Inst Est is likely to very damaging as  discovered previously, therefore what 
improvements to the road substrate and surface with ECC and Highways propose to mitigate  
periodic re-surfacing and distribution to traffic.2) Is Hallsford Bridge of sufficient load bearing capacity 
for the intended goods vehicle traffic. 3) Is there a traffic impact assessment available review. 4) 
White lining should be instigated to mitigate accidents. 5) What periodic Environmental Impact 
Assessments will be conducted to monitor contamination particularly of the River Roding.6) Will 
annual site Waste reports be produced to confirm planning guidelines and Waste process tonnages 
are not breached.7) Will parish councils be consulted any further in respect of the design and 
appearance of the WTS development e.g. will there be any energy or recycling stack chimneys.8) 
Could not the recently closed High Ongar Recycling Centre have been combined with the new WTS 
for certain items e.g. metal rubble, oils.9) When will the actual type of recycling elements be agreed 
and certified for the site and will this be consulted further.10) What investment will the WTS operator 
make in the local community to mitigate operational risk and protect the environment.11) Traffic must 
come onto site from Marden Ash direction rather than Tipps Cross. 

 
08/01 Queens Jubilee Celebrations 
 
There had been a meeting on 9th December attended by Cllrs Pratt, Woodburn, Mann, the Clerk, Terry 
Hall, Les Pay.  The celebrations would start mid afternoon.  The clerk was asked to source prices for 
Jubilee mugs for the village children. 
 
 
09/01  Playing Field Maintenance 
 
The clerk, Cllr Middlehurst, Mann and Pratt had attended a site meeting with a local contractor and 
obtained a quote.  The Council asked the Clerk to obtain another quote for comparision. 
 
 
10/01  Precept Decision 
 
It was agreed to keep the precept level at the same amount of £25.47 for a Band D property.  The clerk 
to inform Brentwood Borough Council. 
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11/01 Housing Workshop 
 
The Clerk and Cllr Pratt attended a housing workshop at Hylands House, Chelmsford on 10th January 
2012.  Cllr Pratt briefly outlined topics discussed at the workshop including housing targets delivered by 
sub regional partnership of Brentwood, Chelmsford and Maldon district.  The consultants Roger Tym and 
Partners had been appointed by the three Councils to produce a study to help set their housing targets. 
 
 
12/01 Chivers Pond 
 
Cllr Bonnett asked if it was possible for the Council to look into reinstating the Chivers Pond, all agreed 
that this would be a good idea.  Cllr Bonnett was nominated to investigate. 
 
 
13/01  High Ongar Tip Closure 
 
It was discussed that fly tipping may be an issue now that the High Ongar Tip has closed.  It was agreed 
by all to keep watch for and report fly tipping, especially along the Ongar Road. 
 
 
14/01  Village Sign 
 
The Clerk had received a quote from Morgan signs for replacement of the graphics that had blown off the 
sign in the wind.  The Clerk asked the Council if they would like her to source a quote to replace the 
whole sign or just repair?  The Clerk showed the council some leaflets regarding replacement signs.  The 
Council agreed for repair to signage. 
 
 
15/01  Finance 
 
This would be discussed at the next meeting.  The Clerk had given Cllr Middlehurst excel sheets he had 
requested. 
 
 
11/11.  Presentation of Accounts 
 
The following accounts were presented for payment: 
 
1.    H Angove salary  (Dec)                                 £387.36 
2.    M D Landscapes                                                        £259.20 
3.    Acumen Wages (Dec)                                                  £21.00 
4.    HMRC (Dec)                                                                 £97.00 
5.    Wayleave income                                                       £368.53 
6.    Paul Bonnett (expenses)              £14.40   
7.    M Hignett 1st call cars (shopping bus)   July - Dec     £300.00 
8.    H Angove salary (Jan)                                                £387.36 
9.    HMRC (Jan)               £96.80 
10.  Acumen wages (Jan)                                                    £21.00 
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A.O.B. 
 
 
 
Matters for the Next Meeting 
 
Footpaths 
 
 

  Next Meeting   
 
 
Meeting closed at 9.15 pm 
 
   
 
 
 
 
            Signed………………………………               Date………………………………… 


