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Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 19th July 2011 
 

at the Village Hall, Stondon Massey. 
 

The meeting began at 7.30pm. 
 
Present:  Cllr Pratt, Cllr Mann, Cllr West, Cllr Bonnett, Cllr Blackmore, Cllr Middlehurst (Minutes) 
I parishioner 
 
01/11.  Apologies for Absence 
 
Cllr Woodburn; Mrs Madeline Henwood; Mrs Heidi Angove – Parish Clerk (vacation) 
 
02/11. Approval of Minutes of Meeting held on 21st June 2011 
 
These were agreed by all and signed by the Chairman.  
 
03/11. Declarations of Interest 
 
None declared 
 
04/11. Public Participation/Open Meeting 
 
Mr Roy Springate requested the meeting to consider trimming the overgrown trees around the 
dried out village pond at the junction of Chivers Rd and Ongar Rd. The request is made due to 
the poor visibility for vehicles using the junction. Councillor Pratt to review and advise 
Councillors of any proposed action. 
 
Mr Roy Springate also requested the provision of a central white line along Ongar Rd as on a 
number of occasions he has witnessed a number of near accidents as vehicles are unable to 
follow the apex of the bends as they are not clearly delineated. Councillor Pratt advised the 
meeting this was a previous matter which was research with Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) 
Highways department. The BBC position was not to provide a white line as the width of the road 
does not require a line to be provided. 
 
05/11. County and Borough Councillor’s Report 
 
County Councillor Ann Naylor raised the issue of the Mill Lane Recycling Centre closure and 
requested if the Parish Council was aware of had any comments to make. Mrs Naylor also 
advised the Coxtie Green Recycling Centre would become the nearest available facility for 
Ongar, Brentwood and the surround Parish Councils and villages. The closure has been 
assessed and proposed on the basis of more recycling is being conducted at home and hence 
the requirement for a manned facility is not required. 
 
The Parish Council raised a number of concerns and will present to County Councillor Kevin 
Bentley of Essex Country Council, as well as considering the submission of a Parish petition in 
support of retaining the Mill Lane Recycling facility. 
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The Parish Council will present the following concerns and seek a response from Mr Bentley:- 
 
1) Have any traffic assessments undertaken to mitigate increased traffic through local villages. 
2) How was the assessment and analysis conducted to support the closure. 
3) What measures will be undertaken to prevent fly tipping in the area subject to any closure. 
4) What are the timescales involved in any closure. 
 
Councillor Pratt and the Parish Clerk to liaise with Mr Bentley and report at the next meeting. 
 
Borough Councillor Keeble reviewed and commented upon the Highways budget provisioning 
and confirmed the 2011 budget as circa £2m and not £129K. Applications for highways projects 
to be made through the usual BBC arrangements as required. 
 

06/11. Clerk’s Report 
 
No clerks report due to vacation. 
 
Finance Update 
 
Councillor Pratt and Councillor Middlehurst met with Adrian Tidbury of Brentwood Borough 
Council to discuss the future funding arrangements to be adopted by the Borough Parish 
Councils from 2012. Councillor Middlehurst to brief the Parish Clerk and produce a further 
funding pack for discussion at the next meeting. 
 
Immediate timelines for consultation with Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) are as follows:- 
 
31st July 11   – Parish Council to return comments to BBC. 
5th August 11   – BBC to return any comments in respect of Parish Council concerns. 
1st November 11 – Applications for funding to be issued to BBC 
14th December 11  – BBC to Approve or Decline funding requests. 
 
Parish Clerk to arrange Finance meeting to determine, review and produce funding applications. 
Date to be advised following next meeting. It was agreed that Parish Precept would not increase 
for 2012, however, this would be reviewed as part of the new funding arrangements. 
 
Planning Update  
 
Stondon Massey Parish Council received the application for a Certificate of Lawfulness in error 
from Brentwood Borough Council regarding Cavalier Cottage. BBC stated that they had no 
power, under recent government planning changes, to refuse this application but Stondon 
Massey Parish Council have responded to BBC confirming that they are opposed to the 
application and acknowledge that their comments will not be taken into account. 
 
Plans Approved by BBC 
 
None 
 
Refused by BBC 



            STONDON MASSEY PARISH COUNCIL 
          “Westview”, Nine Ashes Road, Stondon Massey, Brentwood, Essex, CM15 0EL 
    Tel:  01277 822966    email: clerk@stondonmasseypc.co.uk 
 

 

 

3 
C:\Documents and Settings\Chris\My Documents\PC Mins\P C Minutes July 11.doc 

 
None 
 
 
Plans Received by BBC 
 
TBA 
 
Enforcements from BBC 
 
TBA 
 
Appeals received by BBC 
 
TBA 
 
Other Planning Information:   
 
TBA 
 
Review of Correspondence Received 
 
TBA 
 
Parish Accounts 
 
Will be presented at the next meeting upon return from vacation of the Parish Clerk. 
 
10/11.   Quality Council 
 
It was agreed that this would be discussed at the next meeting with the pros and cons of being a 
Quality Council.  Cllr Woodburn and the Parish Clerk to present at the next meeting. 
 
11/11 Flagpole for Brick Triangle 
 
The Parish Council approved in principle the installation of a Flagpole as part of the Queens 
Diamond Jubilee celebrations during 2012. Councillor Middlehurst to obtain two competitive 
quotes and present a full proposal at the next meeting. Councillor West stated the Nine Ashes 
junction triangle was perhaps not appropriate, and suggested the Village Green further along 
Nine Ashes as a more suitable location. The project to be included in the 2012 BBC funding 
application.     
 
A.O.B. 
 
Due to the Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, funding opportunities and unavailability of 
volunteers, it was unlikely the village fete would occur for 2012. A separate Queens Jubilee 
Celebration was a possibility and will be discussed further at the next meeting. 
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Councillor Bonnet asked if one of the new duck signs could be relocated to nearer to Stocks 
cottage to slow vehicles prior to the entrance to the field. Councillor Middlehurst agreed to move. 
 
Suggestions for a village project are to be sourced and will form part of the 2012 funding 
application to BBC. The Parish Clerk is to collate any ideas received and post on the Parish 
Web. 
 
Councillor Pratt announced Les Pay had decided to step down from editing the Parish 
Magazine. A number of advertisers have already paid for adverts in the next edition, therefore, 
monies may need to be repaid should a new editor not be sourced. The future and potential 
format of the Parish Magazine will be discussed further at the next meeting and Councillor 
Woodburn would be asked to liaise with the advertisers. 
 
Councillor Bonnett addressed the meeting to bring to their attention the use of footpath opposite 
Soames as a lavatory by a number of BBC employees in the early morning. Councillor 
Middlehurst suggested the vehicle registration was obtained the next time anyone was seen 
using the footpath in this manner to enable the Parish Council to make representation to BBC. 
 
The issue of “Traveller Sites” was discussed and the potential for sites to be occupied in or near 
the village. Councillor Mann to review the opportunity of obtaining a Blackberry mobile 
Application as used by local farmers to track Traveller movement’s particular across Bank 
Holiday weekends. 
 
Councillor Bonnet raised the issue of refurbishing the Basket Hoop base flooring. Councillor 
Mann suggested that weeds would need to be eradicated first and would apply a suitable weed 
killer. Councillor Bonnet to obtain a quotation with the Parish Clerk to replace the existing 
flooring. 
 
Councillor Bonnet suggested a review of winter salt provisions from BBC. Councillor Pratt 
suggested contact was made with Tracey Chapman at BBC and will ask the Parish Clerk to 
contact. 
 
Councillor Middlehurst stated the damaged dog bin at the end of Back land and School Rd had 
been removed. The parish Council agreed to replace the bin and also replace the dog bin on the 
Village Field as it was also in need of replacement. The Parish Clerk to obtain two quotes and 
present at the next meeting. 
 
Councillor Middlehurst was asked to review the provision of a vandal resistant litter bin to the 
Village Field now that the Playground had been completed and present at the next meeting. 
 
Councillor Pratt updated the meeting on the potential subsidence issue at Cavalier Cottage as a 
consequence of the Chivers Triangle Tree roots encroaching on the foundations. Following 
discussions Mr Andy Lang of BBC further investigation and surveys are required which will 
require trial excavations to be undertaken to confirm the extent and travel of the tree roots. If the 
roots were found to be causing the subsidence then they would need to felled and removed to 
the roots. Mr Lang confirmed there currently no Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) on any Oaks in 
Essex and therefore the trees could be felled if required. 
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Councillor Pratt also confirmed Mr Laing suggested the Willow tree over the Village Pond needs 
to be reduced by 30% off the top canopy and the damaged branch to be cut back to the trunk. 
The adjacent tree also needs to cut back to stabilise it. The Parish Clerk is to obtain a quotation 
to undertake the tree pruning which will be submitted as part of the 2012 funding submission to 
BBC. 
 
Councillor Pratt to request a further site meeting with Mr Lang to review the tree located on the 
Chivers Rd/Ongar Rd junction as the canopy is now interfering with the telephone lines at high 
level, and the telegraph pole stay is also cutting into the tree trunk. 
 
Matters for the Next Meeting 
 

• Parish Clerk to search the archives for any Listed or Tree Preservation Order 
documents. 

• Review of annual meeting schedule to be discussed. 

• 2012 Funding submission – contents and format for submission. 

• Village Newsletter 

• Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 

• Petition for Mill Lane Recycling Centre. 
 
Accounts Presented 
 
Acumen Wages  £21.00 
M D Landscapes           £271.20 
M Hignett                                £50.00 
M Hignett                                £50.00 
H Angove (Wages)               £387.36 
HMRC                                    £96.80 
VAT return          £4,238.68 
 
 

  Next Meeting   
 
  Tuesday 16th August 2011 @ 7.30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
            Signed………………………………               Date………………………………… 


